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Introduction
ÅFoehn winds occur in connection with many mountainous regions and 

have been linked with elevated wildfire risk, e.g. Santa Ana winds in 

southern California, the north foehn in Switzerland and foehn winds in 

New Zealand and parts of Asia. 

ÅVery little is known about foehn winds and their effect in Australia

Å Observationally, foehn-like conditions are characterised by:

a. Surface winds blowing from the mountains

b. An abrupt rise in air temperature in the lee of the mountains, and

c. An accompanying reduction in atmospheric moisture



Genuine foehn occurrence, however, is attributed to two 

mechanisms:

A. Thermodynamic foehn mechanism
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B. Mechanical or ñblockingò foehn mechanism
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Foehn-like conditions

Temperature (coloured), Relative Humidity (number) and

Wind (barbs with 10 kt feathers)

Source: Bureau of Meteorology

2 Oct 2008, 12:30 local time
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Foehn-like conditions

McArthur Mk 5 Forest Fire Danger Rating
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