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ATYPICAL BUSHFIRE SPREAD 

DRIVEN BY THE INTERACTION 

OF TERRAIN AND EXTREME 

FIRE WEATHER 



 Introduction 
Over the last decade southeastern Australia has experienced 

a number of catastrophic bushfires that have burnt in rugged 

terrain under extreme fire weather conditions. 
 

- 2003 Alpine fires (incl. Canberra, 18 January) 

- 2006/07 Great Divide Fires 

- 2009 Victorian (Black Saturday) fires 

These events are undoubtedly tragic, but they do offer rare 

opportunities to better understand extreme fire dynamics and 

associated phenomena. 
 

The 2003 Canberra fires are notable in this respect, with 

remote sensing platforms, land-based video and aerial 

photography all capturing various aspects of the fire 

development 



 Introduction 
In particular, an airborne mutispectral line-scanning device 

captured data during the firesô most significant stages of 

development  
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Analysis of these data revealed a number of instances of atypical spread 



Powerpoint slides taken from Cheney, N.P.  The January 2003 ACT 

Fires: Report for ACT Coroner. 
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McIntyreôs Hut Fire ï an example of atypical spread 
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